WORKING FOR WATER INAUGURAL RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

GUIDELINES FOR SPEAKERS

Background

The Working for Water programme’s inaugural research symposium is planned as an event where researchers and managers from a range of backgrounds will get together to listen to contributions addressing the wide-ranging activities associated with the management of invasive alien plants. As the Working for Water programme is arguably the largest environmental programme on the African continent, this symposium should be seen as significant. We are planning to attract an influential audience, and we will seek to ensure that the symposium receives good coverage in the press and electronic media. It goes without saying that we are aiming at a high standard of presentations in each of the sessions.

How to approach your presentation

The symposium will bring together biophysical and social scientists from a range of disciplines, as well as managers and policy-makers. The symposium is therefore not a meeting of domain specialists, but rather a significant opportunity for specialists in a particular domain to communicate the significance and impact of their work to people from other disciplines. It is important to bear this in mind when preparing your presentation. Presentations should focus on the significance of the work done in the broader context of the Working for Water programme, and it should draw on the work of the presenter, and other similar work if possible, as case studies. The presentation should not focus solely on the technical aspects of work done. The success of the symposium will rest on the degree in which presenters are able to communicate the importance of their work in a broader context to colleagues from other disciplines. Technical papers can be presented as posters.

Mode of presentation

We would prefer all presentations to be made with powerpoint software. Presenters should bring the presentations on compact disc. If presenters wish to make use of other audio-visual aids (overheads or slide projectors) they should inform the organizers of this at the time that they submit abstracts. 

Tips for presenters

We would like to offer a few tips for presenters to consider:

· Try to use photographs or other attractive means to make important points – this will normally have more of an impact on the audience than slides with text only.

· Try to keep text on slides to a minimum – “busy” slides tend to be difficult to explain and interpret, and can detract from the presentation.

· Try to avoid complex tables, graphs and technical diagrammes if possible.

· Develop a logical argument that places your work into a broad context at the start, and that draws a few clear conclusions at the end.

· The symposium will have a full programme, and it is important that presenters stick to the allotted times – 20 minutes have been provisionally set aside for presentations (we suggest you stick to 15 minutes to allow for 5 minutes of questions). We suggest that you run through your presentation prior to the symposium to ensure that it will be within the time requirements.

Language

All presentations should be in English.

