Working for Water Programme

2nd Announcement: Inaugural Research Symposium 

19 – 21 August 2003, Cape Town, South Africa

Background

The Working for Water Programme is a public-funded initiative aimed at controlling the spread of invasive alien plants within South Africa. It was initiated in 1995, by the then Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry, Prof. Kader Asmal, and has since grown to a dynamic programme with an annual budget of R410 million. Working for Water conserves our water resources and unique biodiversity, and aims to provide sustainable employment for approximately 15 000 of South Africa’s rural poor per annum.

The multi-faceted nature of the work that the Programme is involved in has given rise to focusing of research efforts in 6 areas, each of them concentrating on the role of invasive alien plants in relation to that focus area. These are:

· Hydrology

· Biological control 

· Ecology

· Social Development 

· Operations

· Natural Resource and Development economics

This research symposium is aimed at highlighting ongoing research addressing these focus areas, whilst also eliciting responses from the broader research community in highlighting innovative approaches in dealing with the problem of alien invading plants. 

Objectives of the symposium

· To encourage knowledge-sharing, integration, and innovation, by bringing together researchers from a range of disciplines;

· To allow researchers the opportunity to present their work to managers; and

· To allow managers the opportunity to provide inputs into the research programme.

Who should attend?

· All researchers currently funded by the Working for Water programme;

· All members of the Working for Water research review panels;

· Scientists, engineers and social scientists with an interest in the impacts and control of invasive alien plants;

· Managers in the working for Water programme, or any of its component implementing agencies;

· Land managers, in particular those in the fields of conservation, forestry, or agriculture; and

· Policy-makers 

· NGOs, CBO’s, FBO’s and the private sector.

Venue

Old Mutual Conference Centre, Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens, Cape Town.

Registration 

Those interested in registering to attend the Symposium have until the 30th of July 2003 via the symposium website to do so.  Any other queries can be directed to Mr Ahmed Khan at:

Tel:

021 – 4052200

Fax:

021 – 425 7880

Email: 
ahmed@dwaf.gov.za   

Publication of papers

The Symposium Organising Committee has arranged for the six invited keynote papers to be published in a special issue of the South African Journal of Science. In addition, all abstracts reporting novel and substantial research that has neither been published nor already accepted for publication will be published in the special issue. In addition, authors wishing to publish full-length papers in this special issue can submit papers. These will be subject to the normal peer review process of the journal. 

Deadlines

Closing date for registration: 




30 July 2003

Closing date 
for submission of papers for publication:

19 August 2003

Language

All papers will be in delivered in English.

Costs

A registration fee of R200 is payable. This will cover registration costs, teas and meals for the duration of the symposium.

Programme

A draft Programme is attached for your information.

Website

For more information on the symposium, please visit

http://www.dwaf.gov.za/wfw/Notices/WfWsymposium.htm
Provisional Programme

DAY 1:

Tuesday, 19 August 2003

	Session 1:  Setting the Scene (Chair: Ms Laurie Less)



	9:00 – 9:10
	Welcome
	Ms Laurie Less

	9:10 – 9:40
	Opening address
	Minister Ronnie Kasrils

	9:40 –10:00
	Contribution of research to Working for Water
	Dr Christo Marais

	10:10 –10:30
	Tea
	

	Session 2:  Hydrology (Chair: Mr Mike Warren)

	10:30 – 10:35
	Introduction by chair
	Mr Mike Warren

	10:35 – 11:05
	Keynote address:

Invading alien plants and water resources
	Prof Andre Görgens

	11:05 – 11:25
	Water use by black wattle
	Dr Peter Dye 

	11:25 – 11:45
	Impacts of invading alien plants on dam yields 
	Dr David Le Maitre

	11:45 – 12:05
	Potential Hydro-Ecological Impacts of Invasive Alien Plants in a South African Catchment
	Dr GPW Jewitt 

	12:05 – 12:25
	The impacts of IAP clearing on water supply to the town of George
	 Prof Andre Görgens 

	12:25 – 12:45
	Classification of invasive alien plants as a land use for hydrological modelling
	Ms Louise Hayes

	12:45 – 13:05
	The Effect of Vegetation (Prosopis Sp.) on Groundwater levels in Rugseer River, Kenhardt,
	Mr Fanus Fourie

	13:05 – 13:45
	LUNCH
	

	Session 3:  Social development (Chair: Mthembeni Khumalo)

	13:45 – 13:50
	Introduction by chair
	Mr Mthembeni Khumalo

	13:50 – 14:20
	Keynote address:  Leveraging social benefits in a public works programme: Lessons from the Working for Water Programme 
	Dr Dumisani Magadlela 

	14:20 – 14:40
	The success of the exit strategy for contractors from Working for Water
	Ms Jacqui Goldin & Mr Faldie Esau

	14:40 - 15:05
	Health and safety implications of Working for Water
	To be finalised

	15:05 – 15:25
	Community-based Sexual and Reproductive Health:Baseline Study of Participants and their Communities
	Dr Zaid Kimmie 

	15:25 – 15:50
	Tea break
	

	15.50 – 16:10
	Impact evaluation of the offender reintegration project of NICRO / Working for Water / Department of Social Development
	Ms Dena Lomofsky

	16:10 – 16:30
	Charity begins at home: the socio-economic impact of Working for Water - Dept of Land Affairs partnership projects.
	Prof Christo Fabricius

	16:30 – 17:00
	Poster displays 
	

	17:00 – 18:00
	Cocktail function
	

	18:00 – 18:45
	Public Lecture: Theme to be finalized
	Ms Sandra Fowkes


DAY 2:

Wednesday, 20 August 2003

	Session 4:  Operations Management (Chair: Mr Patrick Marsh)

	8:30 – 8:35
	Introduction by chair
	Mr Patrick Marsh

	8:35 – 9:05
	Keynote address: How can the performance of the WfW Programme be improved. 
	Mr Desmond Stevens 

	9:05 – 9:25
	The results from the external evaluation of Working for Water
	Ms Marlene Laros 

	9:25 – 9:45
	Alien plant control strategy  - Mhlathuze river catchment: WMA 6 (Kwazulu Natal north coast)
	Mr Mfana Chunda 



	9:45 – 10:05
	The development of Small Business Initiatives in the WfW Secondary Industries Programme
	Ms Doreen Februarie

	10:05 – 10:25
	An inventory of utilisable biomass loads in invading alien plant stands and its consequences for management.
	Dr Kobus Theron



	10:25 – 10:55
	Tea
	

	10:55 – 11:15
	Water use exchanges: allocating water made available through the clearing of invasive alien plants
	Mr Dirk Versfeld 

	11:15 – 11:35
	Beyond the 2020 Vision: Challenges and

unrealized opportunities in crafting a more effective and sustainable education portfolio for the WfW Programme. 
	Ms Barbara Tapela

	11:35 – 11:55
	Environmental Education:  An under-utilized option to support environmental sustainability?
	Ms Anastelle Solomons

	Session 5: Biological control (Chair: Ms Nonhlanhla Mkhize)

	11:55 – 12:00
	Introduction by chair
	Ms Nonhlanhla Mkhize

	12:00 – 12:30 
	Keynote address: The role of biological control in the management of invasive alien plants in South Africa 
	Dr Helmuth Zimmermann 

	12:30 - 12:50
	The integration of biological control in the management of aquatic invasive alien plants 
	Prof Martin Hill 

	12:50 – 13:10
	The success of seed feeders on Australian Acacia species 
	Prof John Hoffman

	13:10 – 14:00
	Lunch
	

	14:00 – 14:20
	The Rationale of starting biological control of emerging weeds.
	Dr Terry Olckers

	14:20 – 14:40
	Integrated control of Opuntia Stricta in Kruger National Park
	Mr Llewellyn Foxcroft

	Session 6:  Ecology (Chair Dr Sue Milton)

	14:40 – 14:45
	Introduction by chair
	Dr Sue Milton

	14:45 – 15:15
	Keynote address:  The impacts of invasive alien plants on biodiversity, ecosystem functioning and the delivery of goods and services
	Dr Dave Richardson

	15:15 – 15:35 
	Impacts of IAP’s on fire intensity and the consequences for catchment stability & biodiversity conservation
	Ms Susan Botha

	15:35 – 16:00
	Tea break
	

	16:00 – 16:20
	Impacts of IAP clearing on vegetation recovery after fire and its implications for restoration
	Dr Pat Holmes 

	16:20 – 16:40
	Recovery of Aquatic Biodiversity with the Removal of Alien Vegetation
	Prof Michael J. Samways 

	16:40 - 17:00
	A proposed Objective Classification of Major and Emerging Invasive Plant Species in South Africa: towards modelling their rate of spread
	Ms Theresa Mgidi

	17:00 – 17:20
	The screening of indigenous pioneer species for use as a substitute cover crop for rehabilitation after removal of woody alien species by WfW in the grassy fynbos biome in the Eastern Cape.
	Mr Jamie Pote 



	17:20 – 17:40
	Effects of invasive alien plants and fire on soil seed banks and regeneration in the Silvermine Nature Reserve, Cape Peninsula, South Africa
	Dr Karen J. Esler

	17:40
	Close of day 2
	


DAY 3:


Thursday, 21 August 2003

	Session 7: Natural Resource & development economics (Chair: Ahmed Khan)

	8:30 – 8:35
	Introduction by chair
	Mr Ahmed Khan

	8:35 – 9:05
	Keynote address: The role of resource economics in estimating the impact of invasive alien plants
	Dr Jane Turpie

	9:05 – 9:25
	The cost and benefits of biological control: Studies from South Africa
	Dr Brian van Wilgen 

	9:25 – 9:45
	Non-water benefits of WfW in 5 projects in the Eastern Cape - populating the CBA framework of WfW.
	Ms Lozelle du Plessis

	9:45 – 10:05
	Dealing with conflicts of interest: costs and benefits of black wattle
	Dr Martin de Wit

	10:05 – 10:25
	The creation of Carbon Sinks in South African Rural Communities: A Potential Exit Strategy for the WfW Programme
	Ms Phumla Ndaba

	10:25 – 10:45
	The Threat to Watershed Health from the Demand for Horticultural Products
	Dr Brooks Kaiser 

	Session 8:
	Wetland research
	

	10:45 – 11:05
	The impact of natural regeneration of exotic species on the Vasipan wetland in Maputoland Kwazulu-Natal.
	Mr Piet- Louis Grundlingh 

	11:05 – 11:25
	The landuse history and rehabilitation of a small upper catchment  and seep of an Eastern Cape river.
	Ms EH Haigh

	11:25 – 12:00
	Tea
	

	Session 9: Synthesis and impression (Chair Dr Christo Marais)

	12:00 – 12:30
	Overview of symposium and the way forward 
	To be confirmed

	12:30 – 13:00
	Closing remarks


	Minister Valli Moosa



















