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WORKING FOR WATER ENGAGES THE SUPPORT OF GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS IN THE FIGHT AGAINST INVADING ALIEN PLANTS 
“We will pay a hideous price for our ignorance”, Ronnie Kasrils, Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry.
[Cape Town, 20 September 2000]  Invading alien plants pose huge threats to our environment.  The most detrimental effects are those that threaten our water reserves, livestock and carrying capacity of the land. 


Currently 8% (10-million hectares) of South Africa is invaded, a figure which will double in the next 20 years if left uncontrolled.  

With the endorsement of the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism and the Department of Agriculture, the Working for Water programme is embarking on an awareness and education campaign to educate and inform the public about the dangers of these destructive species.  

The campaign – dubbed Alien Buster Week with the mission to Seek and Destroy Invader Plants – will be held from 8 to 15 October and will target nurseries and nature reserves as its initial focus as a means to inform the general public about their responsibilities towards alien invasive plant control. 

During AlienBuster Week, the public will be encouraged to engage in a ‘seek and destroy’ mission against invading alien plants.  Participating nurseries will exhibit displays highlighting the disadvantages of alien vegetation, run competitions, and provide educational material which will outline the worst offenders in various regions of the country.  

MORE 

ALIENS TWO 

Promotional items to encourage the participation of children and schools will include alien-plant-spotting glasses, an action adventure comic featuring Mechanical Man, Chemical Can and Bionic Bug on their intrepid mission against invasive alien plants.  This space-age spoof acknowledges that the three main weapons used in the fight against invading alien plants are labour-intensive mechanical and chemical methods which involve chainsaws, herbicides and long-term biological control, which makes use of the natural enemies of alien species.   

Nature reserves and national parks throughout South Africa will participate in the education and awareness drive by organising displays and activities that will alert the public to the dangers of invasive vegetation.  

“To win the war against invasive alien plant species, we must first win the war of words.  Information, or the lack of it, underscores most pest problems,” says Ronnie Kasrils, Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry.

“The fact that invasive plants remove 3.3 billion cubic metres of water from our rivers and dams each year is reason enough to be concerned”, he says
“Like many major pests, they are spread about deliberately by well-meaning people acting on inadequate information.

“We will pay a hideous price for our ignorance”.  

The launch of AlienBuster Week highlights to importance of the soon to be promulgated Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act (CARA), which will make it compulsory for all landowners to control the spread of invasive alien plant species on their properties.   

Invasive aliens are categorised into three areas, and these categories determine the action required when aliens are encountered.
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ALIENS THREE AND LAST 

Category 1 species must be removed and destroyed immediately, Category 2 plants may only be grown under controlled conditions and Category 3 plants may not be planted at all.
This ‘get tough’ attitude of government towards invasive alien plants is an indication that their many and varied impacts have been recognised at the highest levels.

“The loss of bio-diversity is one of the most serious environmental problems of the modern era,” says Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Valli Moosa.

“Invasive alien plants out-compete and threaten indigenous species, which form a vital part of our natural heritage and are the very foundation of our burgeoning ecotourism industry.”  
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NOTE TO EDITORS:

Official partners and sponsors of Alien Plant Buster Week::

The Departments of Water Affairs and Forestry, Agriculture and Environmental Affairs and Tourism, MTN, Forest Owners’ Association, South African National Parks, Eco-Guard, Dow AgroSciences, Zeneca Agrochemicals and Cyanamid.

