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Section F:
Procedure for the Comprehensive Determination of RDM for Wetland Ecosystems (CER)

The overall approach used in the CER is equivalent to that used for the IER.  However, the level of information gathered on the biology, geomorphology and hydrology and the detail of analysis of this information is much higher for the former, resulting in a significantly higher confidence in the CER.

The requirement for a CER is based on the sensitivity and/or complexity of the wetlands and hence the need for a high level of confidence in the Reserve or a longer time required to collect sufficient information to determine the Reserve.

Wetlands supporting sensitive biota will require extensive study during the wet and/or breeding/flowering season and those with complicated hydraulics more extensive topographical survey and modelling.  This work cannot be completed within the two month time frame of an IER.

A Comprehensive Ecological Reserve (CER) determination should be undertaken for the following categories of wetlands, depending on the potential impact of proposed water uses and/or the current level of stress of the wetland (see section A and Integrated Manual):

· Ramsar wetlands or wetlands with potential Ramsar status;

· Wetlands with national or provincial protected status;

· Large wetlands with complicated hydraulics (e.g. Pongola floodplain, Nylsvlei, Mkuze swamps);

· Large freshwater lakes;

· Wetlands fed by water sources on which major developments are planned which could cause irreversible damage to the wetlands; and

· Wetlands supporting endangered species.

1

F/2
Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, South Africa

Version 1.0   24 September 1999


