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Preface

This set of documents on Resource Directed Measures (RDM) for protection of water resources, issued in September 1999 in Version 1.0,  presents the procedures to be followed in undertaking preliminary determinations of the class, Reserve and resource quality objectives for water resources, as specified in sections 14 and 17 of the South African National Water Act (Act 36 of 1998).  

The development of procedures to determine RDM was initiated by the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry in July 1997.  Phase 3 of this project will end in March 2000.  Additional refinement and development of the procedures, and development of the full water resource classification system, will continue in Phase 4, until such time as the detailed procedures and full classification system are ready for publication in the Government Gazette.

It should be noted that until the final RDM procedures are published in the Gazette, and prescribed according to section 12 of the National Water Act, all determinations of RDM, whether at the rapid, the intermediate or the comprehensive level, will be considered to be preliminary determinations.

Version 1.0 of the RDM procedures is for internal use within the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry.  It is a set of working documents which will be updated on a regular basis.  This version retains editor’s comments in certain places in the text.

Version 1.1 is expected to be published in December 1999, and will be released for public comment and discussion.

All technical queries and comments related to Version 1.0 should be addressed to:

Dr H M MacKay

Department of Water Affairs and Forestry

Private Bag X313

Pretoria 0001

South Africa

Tel +27 12 336 8222

Fax+27 12 336 8678

email  deh@dwaf.pwv.gov.za
Historical Development of the Wetland Protocol

Development of the wetland Reserve methodology began with a workshop of about 30 wetland specialists representing a broad range of expertise and interests.  A workshop starter document (Duthie, Weston & MacKay 1999) describing South African wetlands, the requirements of the wetland Reserve methodology and the approach adopted for the rivers Reserve method was circulated prior to the meeting. The discussions were captured in the proceedings of the workshop (Burger, Duthie & MacKay 1999).  

A discussion document outlining an overall approach and the various options for the development of tools for the wetland Reserve method was produced (Duthie & MacKay 1999).  This approach was pilot tested on a floodplain wetland on the Pienaars river in a joint exercise with the rivers and groundwater Reserve teams.  A few adjustments were made to the method on the basis of the pilot test.  The results of the pilot test are being written up at present.  

The wetland Reserve methodology should be the subject of ongoing development and refinement based on the experience gained during its application.
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