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Following a summer during which large parts of South Africa faced serious water shortages, the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry will use National Water Week this month, 21 - 27 March, to step up calls for South Africans to use water sparingly.

With the theme, “Water for Life”, National Water Week 2005 places the emphasis on the role water plays in all aspects of human life, from the human brain comprising 75% water to 130 litres being needed just to produce one kilogram of beef.  Against this backdrop, the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry will be encouraging South Africans to use water responsibly and wisely in their everyday lives.

Even in years when a higher rainfall is recorded, South Africa remains a semi-arid country with an average rainfall of 450mm that is well below the global average of 860mm. Being a water scarce country Government approved on 1st September 2004, the country’s first National Water Resource Strategy. The strategy described as ”a blueprint for survival “ explains how the development needs of South Africa will be met in the future despite the fact that we are one of the 30 driest countries on earth. The National Water Resource Strategy will ensure that our water resources are used to meet the needs of our people - by supporting equitable and sustainable social and economic transformation and development while ensuring that the water environment, on which all life depends, is protected.  

 “Some years we have better rainfall than others and some areas in the country receive more rain than others.  However, we still remain a water-scarce country.  We therefore need to do everything possible to try and save our water,” says the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry, Ms Buyelwa Sonjica.

Studies have shown that the average suburban house can reduce their water consumption by up to 40% without sacrificing any comforts.  Reducing the toilet flush volume alone can save 20% of total water consumption.  This can be done by putting a 2-litre cold drink bottle, filled with water and a little sand to add weight, into the cistern.

During National Water Week the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry will be taking more useful hints on saving water to schools, shopping centres and taxi ranks throughout the country as part of a national information campaign.

Major events taking place during National Water Week include the Women in Water Awards on 18 March, the handover of the Ngqushwa Sanitation Project, in Peddie, Eastern Cape on 21 March, the Western Cape Water Summit on 22 March in Cape Town, the Baswa le Meetse (Youth in Water) Awards on 23 March, the launch of the Water Use Efficiency Strategies for the agricultural, water services, industry, mining and power generation sectors also on 23 and the launch of the Nzelele Water User Association in Limpopo on 24 March.

The Women in Water Awards honours both professional and community-based women who are involved in water management. It aims to recognise the key role that women play in poverty eradication, education and sustainable development in both the urban and rural context. 

Eskom Generation Division is the sole corporate sponsor for Women in Water 2005. Eskom is a major strategic water user in South Africa and is committed to advancing the role women play in the water sector. 

The Baswa le Meetse awards are presented to schoolchildren who produce and convey inspiring messages to the public about water and sanitation through theatre and arts (drama, cultural music, poems, praise-singing and drawing).
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