CHIEF LAND SURVEYOR

The function of the Chief Land Surveyor is to:

· Act as project manager to the directorate’s initiatives in regards to the national transfer of water schemes to the local service providers;

· Research, co-ordinate, develop and implement special projects in the directorate specifically in regards to abstraction control and the implementation of the compulsory licensing process in the department.

National Transfer of Water Schemes

The directorate’s responsibilities in the transfer of water schemes process are to co-ordinate and manage the cadastral surveying of all infrastructure and real rights associated with the operation of every water scheme.

The department undertook a Functional Assessment of the water schemes that included the identification of the infrastructure involved.  Unfortunately, much of this data is in schematic format and not actually identified in the field.  The Functional Assessment data is used as a departure point for the identification of infrastructure on the ground and cadastral tenders compiled after the necessary field investigations.

Land Surveyors are invited to tender for the cadastral tasks and the tenders awarded on a ‘best price’ policy.  Once the diagrams for the sub-divisions and servitudes have been approved by the Surveyor-General, the necessary documentation if forwarded to the departmental Land Matters section for actual transfer.

Special Projects

Currently the special project include:

· Identification of all irrigation activities along the Crocodile, Elands, Komati and Sand Rivers in Mpumalanga – from satellite imagery;

· The production of orthophotos for the above mentioned areas;

· Detailed mapping of all irrigated areas in the area mentioned;

· The supply of cadastral and deeds information to the regional office in Nelspruit data;

· Assist with the verification of registered water use in the area listed; 

The following areas have been identified for abstraction control surveys:

· Olifants River Catchment;

· Orange River – Lesotho to Vanderkloof Dam.

Much of the activities in the mapping of the irrigation will be aimed at developing a semi-automated mapping technique from satellite imagery.  

